56                          RAIPUR DISTRICT

The most important export is rice, which goes to the northern Dis-
tricts of the Central Provinces, to Berar, Hyderabad, and Bombay.
Wheat, HI, and linseed are also exported. Til oilcake is sent to Berar
from the factory at Raipur town. Of forest products, teak, sat, and
bljasal timber are exported in considerable quantities from the zamin-
daris. Lac is sent to Mirzapur, and mahua flowers occasionally to
Nagpur and Kamptee for the manufacture of liquor. Myrabolams are
exported to Bombay. As in other Districts in the Central Provinces,
a considerable trade has recently sprung up in the export of dried meat.
Sea-salt from Bombay is generally used, though small quantities are
also brought from Ganjam. Sugar comes principally from the Mau-
ritius, that from Mirzapur being slightly more expensive. Gur or unre-
fined sugar is chiefly imported from Bengal and Bombay, and a small
amount is obtained from Bastar. Cotton thread is received principally
from the Hinganghat, Pulgaon, and Badnera mills, and cotton cloth
from Cawnpore, Nagpur, and Nandgaon. English cloth and metals,
such as iron, brass, and copper, are also imported. Brass vessels come
from Mirzapur and Cuttack, and leathern shoes from Cawnpore, Ex-
cluding a European firm which has an agency at Raipur town, the
grain trade is in the hands of Cutchi Muhammadans. Hardware and
stationery are imported and retailed by Bhatias, while Marwari Banias
trade in cloth and thread, and carry on business in money-lending and
exchange. Baloda Bazar near Simga has a large weekly cattle market.
The other leading bazars are at Baronda and Barekel in the Raipur
tahsll) Utai, Ranitarai, Arjundah, and Gandai in Drug, Kurud in
Dhamtari, and Neora in Simga.

The direct line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway passes through the
District, with a length of 60 miles and 8 stations within its limits. From
Raipur town a branch narrow-gauge line leads to Dhamtari, distant 46
miles, and from Abhanpur, a station on this line, there is also a branch
of io-| miles to Rajim. The chief routes for cart traffic are the Lawan-
Bhatapara, Raipur-Khariar, Tilda-Bemetara, and Dhamtari roads. The
total length of metalled roads in the District is 69 miles, and of un-
metalled roads 665 miles \ the annual cost of maintenance is Rs. 88,400,
practically all the roads being in charge of the Public Works depart-
ment. There are avenues of trees on 185 miles. The zamlndari
estates also contain 109 miles of roads constructed from their private
funds.

Raipur District has suffered from failures of crops on many occa-
sions. Information about any except the recent famines is of the
Famine         scantiest, but distress is recorded as having occurred

in the years 1828-9,1834-5, and 1845-6. In 1868-9
the rains failed almost as completely as in 1899-1900. There was
severe distress, accompanied by migration and desertion of villages.